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Where Are They Now?

Full Circle: From Student to Psychologist
Joyce Romano

As a retired Reading Recovery/
Descubriendo la Lectura teacher, 
I still enjoy volunteering my time 
to read with first graders. Recently 
when I went to pick up one of my 
students from his classroom, a 
young woman sitting there stopped 
me and said, “I’m Emelyn Flores. 
You were my reading teacher.” 
Suddenly I could recognize the 
6-year-old face, now grown up.  
“And why are you here…?” I asked. 
“I’m a school psychologist now!”  
she responded. 

Emelyn was a cheerful first grader 
who knew a lot of her letters and 
even some words but was only 
reading at Level A when she began 
DLL lessons in the fall of 2005. She 
moved slowly at first but then took 
off and was able to discontinue mid-
year at Level 13. It helped that she 
had an excellent classroom teacher, 
Ms. Jimena.

Thinking back to that time, Emelyn 
says:

“I vividly remember feeling anxious 
about transitioning to first grade, 
especially because my reading 
skills were still developing. While 
I can’t pinpoint the exact moment 
we started working together, I do 
recall walking into your office and 
reading small books. At first, I relied 
heavily on your guidance to sound 
out words, but over time, I became 
more confident and began to decode 

words independently. The stickers 
you gave me made the process even 
more rewarding and motivated me 
to come back week after week! I’ll 
never forget sitting on the carpet 
in Ms. Jimena’s class, feeling an 
overwhelming sense of happiness 
and accomplishment when I read 
my first book, Los Tres Cerditos y 
el Lobo. The one-on-one support 
you provided helped me feel more 
at ease, and it made me less self-
conscious about reading in front of 
my peers. Your work with me has 
made a great impact on my life as 
my job now requires that I read and 
write many reports.”

Emelyn further benefited from the 
support of her family as well as 
high-quality instruction in subse-
quent years. By third grade she was 
writing a three-page report on the 
story, Sadako y las mil grullas de 
papel (Sadako and the Thousand 

Cranes), the published version of 
which her third-grade teacher,  
Luis Sierra, still keeps in his class-
room library for his current students 
to read. 

Once in college, Emelyn decided to 
major in psychology and minor in 
special education. Before graduate 
school, she worked as a registered 
behavior technician but then 

Emelyn remembers 
the one-to-one support 
provided in first grade 
helped her feel more at 
ease and less self-con-
scious about reading in 
front of her peers.

Emelyn’s former third-grade teacher 
still keeps her report in his clasroom 
library for his current students to read.
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decided to further her education 
in school psychology. Not only did 
her previous coursework prepare 
her for earning a master’s degree in 
school psychology, but she also had 
personal reasons for her interest in 
this type of career.

As she was growing up, Emelyn 
says that she became aware of the 
importance of IEPs (individualized 
education plans) as she witnessed 
the extra support that was provided 
to her sister who qualified  
for special education from a young 
age. As a school psychologist, 
she now appreciates the ability to 
work in areas of behavior, testing, 
consultation, and counseling. Also, 
Emelyn’s bilingualism and biliteracy 
enable her to provide services to 
Spanish-speaking students enrolled 
in the district’s Spanish Bilingual 
and Spanish Immersion programs. 
There is a shortage of Spanish-
speaking school psychologists in the 
district, so her skills are valued, and 
she finds herself going to different 
sites—especially those with a lot of 
newcomer students—to administer 
Spanish-language assessments.

Having received reading interven-
tion herself, Emelyn says that she 
truly understands the importance of 
Tier 2 interventions: “Even though 
I struggled with reading early on in 
first grade, it didn’t mean I needed 
special education throughout my 
academic career. I simply benefited 
from brief, individualized support. 
If we cut Tier 2 reading interven-
tions or lay off ARTIFS (academic 
response to intervention facilitators), 
we will likely see an increase in spe-
cial education referrals, which is not 
fair to schools of low SES communi-
ties who cannot afford that kind of 
tutoring outside of schools.” 

Last year, Emelyn came full circle  
as she finished her degree by work-
ing with the school psychologist 
at the same school she attended 
as a child. Now Emelyn provides 
assessment services to students who 
sit in the same classrooms and learn 
from some of the same teachers that 
she did.
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Emelyn and Joyce 
share memories of 
their time together 
in DLL lessons and 
beyond.

Reuniting with Emelyn (center) are her former teachers at Alvarado Elementary (left to right) Luis Sierra, 
third grade; Jimena Rengifo Gonzalez, first grade; Joyce Romano, DLL; and Karen Mooney, second grade.


