Appendix C

Rationales and Guidelines for Selecting
the Lowest-Achieving Arst-Grade Students for
Reading Recovery

acli P Develaped by the North Amernxan Traners Group
Reading Recovery ioeted Aeril 10, 2015,

Sertinn A Butrsnalog

The desgn of Reading Recovery requires that the krwest-achieving children are the first ta he placed
n the avaiahle teaching slots. The selection process s guided by the teacher leader wha has
partkular expertise in assisting teachers i the analysis of data and the selection of children, and is
supporied iry a schabi ieam

There are at least three ratianales for taking the lawest-achieving chidren n Reading Recovery.
1. When achild enters Reading Aecavery it is difficult to predict the level and rate of pragress.

2. The lowest-achieving chidren are least able to wait for the ntervention because they ae kit
benefitting from dassroom nstructian. Left ta wait, they will fall further behind.

3. the lowest-achieving students are et selected for Reading Recavery, the school will not
eimmate the chidren with [iteracy difficulties from ther rasters.

Source far the tonaes: Changing Futres, Schmitt, et al. {2D05, pp. 65-66)

Clay npted in her 1991 chagter, “Heading Recovery Surprises” as cited in the Standards and
Guidelines {2012, p. 6}, that

Aeading Aerovery is despned for children who are the kawest achievers in the dassfape graup. What
B used 5 an ndusie definition. Principals have sametimes argued to exdude this or that ategary of
children or to save places for children who might seem ta “benefit the most,” but that is nat using
the full power of the program. it has been one af the surprises of Reading Recovery that all kinds of
children with all kinds af difficulties can bhe ncluded, @n lkeamn, and Gan reach average-band
performare for their dass in both reading and writing achievement. Excegitians are nat made far
chilkdren of lkawer intelligence, for second-Bnguape children, for children with low lanpuage sidls, for
children with poor motor caprdirmation, far chilkdren wha seemn mmature, for chidren wha scare

poarty an readiness measures, ar far chikdren wha have been @texwized vy someone eise as
learming disahled.
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Section B Geseral Gudelines for Full Implemestation

1. The poal 5 100% orerape meaning there are encuph teaching siots for every child who needs
Reading Recovery n a schaol.

2. Admnstratars Gan use 20-25% of the frst-grade papulation as a planning guide. Some
schools will need mare, some less depending an the number af children nat reaching
prade-level literacy. {Source- Qay, 2D05a, p. 7)

3. Teachers usually have four 30-minute skis af ime in their daily teaching schedules ta teach
Feadng fecavery. Fian for approaimaieiy one ieacher irsined in feading Recovery per two
first-zrade dassrooms.

4. Each teacher raned n Reading Rerovery warks with at keast four first-grade students,
indivilually an a daily basis. {(Saurce: Standands and Guidelines, 2012, p. 11)

5. [Fthere s anly one first-prade dassroom n the schoal and only four children need Reading
Recavery, select all faur students right away, nstead of two in fall and twa n spring.

6. Districts often assign teachers ta ather teaching responsibilities after all chikdren needing
Reading Recavery have been reached.

Sectioa C: How to Assress and Select Students

1. Inthe previous spring, kindergarten teachers will rank their dasses from the highest w the
krwest based on ther expert knaawledee about the children’s literacy progress. Ta help with
selection at the begnning af the frst-grade school year, cansult with the first-prade dassroam
teacher to rank first-grade students, by dassroom, from lowest to highest, based an their
iteracy develapment. it's easier to da this if you use altemate ranking, dentifying first the
krwest student and the highest student, then the next lawest and next highest, and so on,
unti the middle students are last to be identified.

2. Test the battam 20-30% of the first-grade ohart with Ar Observation Swrvey of Corly Literary
Acvevernent (Qay, 2002, 2013); begin with the lowest-ranked students.

3. Selert the lowest-achieving studerts first. Generally speaking, these are the children with the
mast stanine 1s, 2s, and 3s an the six tasks of the Otsenvation Survey. But alko take o
accaiint the studends’ respanses and raw scares on the indivicdual tasks.

4. Where chidren’s prafiles are similar, select the student with the least evidenoe of probilem-

saking activity {monitoring, seif-cormecting, initating solving). Also, ask the cBssroom teacher
whb is ramning the keast from dassroom nstructian.

5. When a slat becames vaant, select the next-lawest-achieving student within 2 days. Several
studends may need 1o be assessed n prder ta dentify the next-lowest student. include
students who may have moved nta the schoal since the last round of assessment
Re-administer the Obsenation Survey if a student’s assessment 5 more than 3 weeks old.
(Source: Standards and Guidelines, 2012, p. 7}
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DECINHN L) W UG TN SNOLEG BE LONSHEST o0 1o EECTNNE -

Accanding ta Cay, “We must onsider all chidren in the ape proup, and not exdude any child for
sodal or psychological or physical probilemns (ntess the ol has alreody been odmitted 1o o speoaal
ESISTanCe prograTane with o trooned professional) [alics added] (20050, p. 1).

Care must be taken hawever, to ensure that Reading Recavery is implemented as a prerefermal
program and that chidren are not routinaly placed in spedal eduation settings far ther reading
nstructian ar Bbeled as leaming disabled in reading and or writing without first recewving Reading
Aecovery mstructian. In fact, many chikdren wha have been Bbeled as dysiexar are experiencing
reading diffiulties beause of madequate nstruction and not because af bologial reasons {(Velutina
et al, 2DD4). it is reascnabie ta expect therefore that Aeading Aecovery, which is evidence-based,
desgned for chikdren having preat diffeulty leaming to read, and tadored © ndividual needs with the
goal af accelerated prowth, tan help chidren @tch up o their peers.

These pudelines appaly for seledion:

1. A chid wha has aiready been admitted to a spedal eduation pragram for reading
nsiructian may or may not be selected for Reading Recovery {see abawe for the ratianale).
{Saurce- Principal’s Guide, 2012, p. 53)

2. Achid retaned n first grade receives an extra year af schoaling, and that in iself serves as
the mtervention selected by the school Chidren retained in first grade would anly be served
n Reading Recavery if all frst-time first praders who need the intervention have been served.
{Saurce- Principal’s Guide, 20112, p_55)

3. Hegardiess af their mative language, chidren who are the lowest achievers in the cBssroom
are eligible for Reading Recovery 1 Engish if they are recewing Ileracy mstruction in English
and T they can understand the tasks an the Ob<ervation Survey.

{Saurces: Prindpals Guale, 2012, p. 54; Lase & Konstantellou, 2005, pp. 35-36; Gay, 2001,
p. 275; Farbes, 2001, pp. 2B-29. See alsa CGay, 20050, p. 182 for more mformatian.)

4. Students who were retained in kindergarten are eligible.

ICruwrn- | nca B Fnanctamtalbag n AN
PP L. LAETA. AR TV TAILAMIIAL IR, LAILTa, . A

5. Children who were frequently absent from schodl in kinderparten are eligible; the attendance
Bsues need to be addressed with the chid's caregivers so that attendance improves.
{ Saurces: Prinapal’s Guide, 2012, p. 5; CGay, 2005a, p. 24)
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